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WELCOME TO PARKER ACADEMY 

This handbook provides students and families with an overview of Parker Academy’s program, 
expectations, policies, and procedures. It is intended to support clear communication and a shared 
understanding of how our school community operates. 

 

No handbook can anticipate every situation that may arise. Parker Academy may respond to individual 
circumstances as needed in the best interests of students and the school community. Policies and 
procedures may be revised during the school year, and families will be notified of significant changes. 

 

Mission Statement 
At Parker Academy, we provide comprehensive educational programming tailored to the individual needs 
of students and families, including those of non-traditional learners. Our mission is to foster an 
environment grounded in honesty and respect, where growth, service, creativity, community, and 
success are paramount. We believe that individuals thrive when they can pursue and reinforce their 
strengths. To fulfill our mission, we are committed to the following objectives: 

• Delivering academic programming that responds to each student’s unique learning style and needs. 

• Promoting service to both school and community. 

• Supporting physical fitness as an integral part of overall wellness. 

• Encouraging appreciation for and participation in the arts. 

• Facilitating social and emotional growth. 

• Engaging parents as active partners in their child’s education. 

• Utilizing a supportive and trauma-informed approach. 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Hours of Operation 

• Student Drop-Off: Students may be dropped off between 8:15 AM and 8:25 AM. Please ensure that 
your child arrives within this window to allow for a smooth start to the school day. The school day 
starts promptly at 8:25 AM. 

• Dismissal: The school day ends at 2:55 PM. At this time, students will check out their personal 
devices. 

• Pick-Up: Students should be picked up by 3:00 PM. 

 

Daily Schedule 

Arrival 8:15-8:25 
Advisory 8:30-8:55 
Period 1 8:55-9:50 
Period 2 9:50-10:45 
Period 3 10:45-11:40 
Lunch 11:40-12:10 
Period 4 12:10-1:05 
Period 5 1:05-2:00 
Period 6 2:00-2:55 
Dismissal 2:55-3:00 
 

Snow Day Cancellations or Delays 

Weather-related cancellations or delays will be announced on WMUR, where we are listed as Parker 
Academy. Parents/caregivers will also receive an email from Parker Academy confirming the delay or 
cancellation. Transportation providers are notified as appropriate. 

 

Personal Belongings 

Parker Academy provides the tools and materials students need for learning. We recommend that 
students bring only the personal belongings they need for the school day. Personal belongings should be 
kept in a backpack clearly labeled with the student’s name. 

ATTENDANCE 

Attendance Expectations 

A student’s participation and involvement in classroom and school activities are essential for academic 
and social growth. It is therefore mandatory that every student attends school and arrives on time. 
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Reporting Absences 

Absences should be called into the main office by the parent/guardian before the start of the school day. 

 

Tardiness and Leaving School Early 

If a student is going to be late, the parent/guardian should alert the main office as soon as possible. Any 
student who has not arrived at school by 8:25 a.m. without prior notification may be considered tardy. If a 
student needs to be dismissed early from school, a note from a parent/guardian with the date, time, and 
reason for leaving should be submitted to the main office. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and/or 
submit assignments to their teachers. 

 

Attendance Challenges 

We recognize that some students may experience challenges that make consistent school attendance 
difficult. When attendance becomes a concern, Parker Academy expects regular communication from 
parents/caregivers and will work collaboratively with the family and sending school district to identify 
barriers and support improved attendance. 

 

For students placed by a school district, ongoing attendance concerns may require additional 
collaboration with the sending district and/or the IEP team to determine appropriate supports and next 
steps. 

COMMUNITY EXPECTATIONS AND BEHAVIOR 

Parker Academy Community Accepted Norms 

At Parker Academy, we support each other and show respect through words and actions. Working 
together, we have developed the following Community Accepted Norms (C.A.N.S.): 

• We use the Parker Handshake and respect personal space. 

• We use kind and appropriate language. 

• We drink water. 

• We take care of our school. 

• We are phone free and present. 

• We actively listen and respond respectfully. 

 

Behavioral Philosophy and Expectations 

Parker Academy recognizes that behavior is a form of communication and that behavioral challenges 
can provide opportunities for learning and growth. Our approach is individualized and restorative, with a 
focus on helping students understand the impact of their behavior, repair relationships when appropriate, 
and develop skills for making different choices. 
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Students are expected to contribute to an environment that is physically and emotionally safe and 
conducive to learning. Bullying, harassment, physical aggression, significant property destruction, and 
behavior that substantially interferes with the safety or learning of others are not consistent with Parker 
Academy’s expectations or program. 

 

Responses to behavioral concerns are individualized and may include restorative actions, loss of related 
privileges, counseling or problem-solving with staff, parent/caregiver involvement, in-school suspension, 
temporary suspension from school, and collaboration with the sending school district. 

 

When serious or repeated behavioral concerns indicate that Parker Academy may no longer be able to 
safely and appropriately meet a student’s needs, Parker may request an IEP team meeting and/or 
determine that continued enrollment is no longer appropriate. Disciplinary actions involving students with 
IEPs will be addressed in accordance with applicable special education requirements, including 
manifestation determination procedures when required. 

SUBSTANCE USE POLICY 

Parker Academy prohibits the possession, use, distribution, or being under the influence of alcohol, 
illegal drugs, marijuana, tobacco, vaping products, or other prohibited substances during the school day, 
on school property, or at any school-sponsored activity. 

 

Students may not possess vaping devices, tobacco products, drug paraphernalia, or other items 
associated with prohibited substance use while participating in the Parker Academy program. 

 

Suspected or confirmed substance use will be addressed based on the circumstances and may include 
parent/caregiver notification, involvement of the sending school district, substance use assessment, 
suspension, or other appropriate interventions. Law enforcement may be contacted when required or 
appropriate. 

 

Serious or repeated concerns related to substance use may result in an IEP team meeting and/or a 
determination by Parker Academy that continued enrollment is no longer appropriate. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

Parker Academy is committed to maintaining a safe and respectful environment free from sexual 
harassment. Sexual harassment of students or staff is prohibited and will be taken seriously. 

 

Sexual harassment includes unwelcome verbal, physical, written, or electronic conduct of a sexual 
nature. This may include sexual comments or jokes, unwanted touching, sexual advances or requests, 
inappropriate comments about a person’s body or sexual activity, displaying or sharing sexually explicit 
material, or other unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature. 
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Students who experience or witness sexual harassment are encouraged to report the concern to a 
trusted staff member, the Principal, or the Director. Parents/caregivers may also contact the school 
directly. Reports will be reviewed promptly and addressed based on the circumstances, including 
notification of appropriate parties or authorities when required. 

 

Students who engage in sexual harassment may be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with 
Parker Academy’s behavioral policies and applicable special education requirements. 

ACADEMIC POLICIES 

Parker Academy Diploma 

Any student who wishes to receive a Parker Academy diploma and participate in the Parker Academy 
graduation exercises will have been enrolled as a full-time student for a minimum of one year; will have 
successfully completed all Parker Academy graduation requirements, including service and recreation 
requirements; and completed at least 5 academic credits from Parker or at the discretion of the Director. 

 

Graduation Requirements 

Requirement Credits 

English 4.0 

Mathematics 4.0 (Including 1 credit in Algebra) 

Physical sciences 1.0 

Biological sciences 1.0 

US & NH history 1.0 

US & NH government/civics .50 

Economics .50 

World history, global studies or geography .50 

Arts Education .50 

Information & Communications technologies .50 

Physical Education 1.00 

Health .50 

Electives 6.0 

Total 21.00 Credits 

 

Grading System 

Grade Letter/Status 
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97-100 A+ 

93-96 A 

90-92 A- 

87-89 B+ 

83-86 B 

80-82 B- 

77-79 C+ 

73-76 C 

70-72 C 

Below 70 Not Passing 

 

Grading and Assessment 
Parker Academy courses are designed to address the competencies required by the New Hampshire 
Department of Education. We recognize that students demonstrate learning in different ways and use a 
variety of methods to assess student progress and understanding. 

 

Grades may reflect classroom participation, assignments and projects, demonstrated competencies, 
quizzes, tests or exams when appropriate, and other measures of student learning. Assessment 
methods vary depending on the course, content, and needs of the student. 

 

Teachers maintain and report student grades through QuickSchools. A grade of 70 or above is 
considered passing. Students and parents/caregivers are encouraged to review QuickSchools regularly 
to monitor academic progress. 

IEP AND SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS 

Parker Academy works collaboratively with each student’s family and sending school district to 
implement the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP). The IEP guides the special education 
services, accommodations, supports, and goals provided as part of the student’s educational program. 

 

IEP meetings typically include the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s), a representative from the sending 
school district, and members of the Parker team. Parker participants may include the Special Education 
Coordinator, a classroom teacher, and specialists involved with the student, such as occupational 
therapy, counseling, or speech-language services. Students are also encouraged to participate in the 
IEP process as appropriate. 

 

Parker staff communicate regularly with families and sending districts regarding student progress and 
emerging needs. Changes to a student’s IEP must be considered and made through the IEP team 
process in collaboration with the sending school district and family. 
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Parents and eligible students have specific rights within the special education process, known as 
procedural safeguards. Families receive information about these rights through their sending school 
district and may request another copy at any time. The New Hampshire Special Education Procedural 
Safeguards are also available through the New Hampshire Department of Education. 

New Hampshire Special Education Procedural Safeguards: education.nh.gov > Students & Families > 
Special Education > Procedural Safeguards 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Medications at School 
Students are not allowed to have prescription or over-the-counter medications during school hours. All 
medications must be turned into the main office in their original container, along with a doctor’s note and 
detailed instructions for administering them while at school. To facilitate monitoring, parents are required 
to provide medications in bubble packs, where possible. Parents can request this packaging from their 
pharmacy by asking for medication in individual dose packaging or bubble packaging. 

 

Office personnel will manage the recording and distribution of medications under the guidance of our 
Nurse Consultant. Students found in possession of medications outside of this policy may face penalties 
in accordance with the school’s substance use policy. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation to and from Parker Academy is most often arranged by the student’s sending school 
district as part of the placement and IEP process. Families are responsible for communicating 
transportation changes, absences, or cancellations to the appropriate transportation provider and Parker 
Academy when applicable. 

 

During the school day, authorized Parker Academy staff may transport students for field trips, community 
outings, recreational activities, and other school-sponsored programming. 

 

Student Driving 

Driving to and from Parker Academy is a privilege available to seniors who demonstrate appropriate 
academic progress, attendance, and responsible behavior. Students who wish to drive to school must 
receive approval from Parker Academy and have parent/caregiver permission. 

 

Approved student drivers are required to sign and follow Parker Academy’s Student Driving Agreement. 
Driving privileges may be limited or revoked if a student does not meet the expectations outlined in the 
agreement. 

 

Students may not transport other students to or from school or school-sponsored activities without prior 
approval from Parker Academy and permission from the parents/caregivers of both students. 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Cell Phone Policy 

A cell phone-free environment can limit distractions, optimize student learning, and increase peer 
interaction. To support a school environment in which students can fully engage with their classmates, 
teachers, and instruction, Parker Academy prohibits the use of cell phones or personal electronic devices 
such as smart watches, personal tablets/iPads, or other personal electronic devices during the school 
day. 

 

Upon arrival, students will hand in their cell phone and/or personal electronic device to a staff member to 
be held in a secure, locked school storage cabinet. Each student is assigned a spot in the cabinet, and 
only staff manage access. Students do not have access to these devices during the school day. At 
dismissal, devices are returned by a staff member. 

 

If a student is using a cell phone or personal electronic device during the restricted time, the student will 
be asked to hand the device to a staff member to be stored until dismissal. If the student complies, no 
further response will be taken. 

 

If a student refuses to hand in the device, the student will remain in an in-school suspension until they 
comply. Parents/caregivers will be contacted if the refusal continues. If a student has three cell phone or 
electronic device violations in a marking-period quarter, the device will not be allowed on the bus or at 
school. Continued violations may result in a meeting to determine further action. 

 

Students who need to communicate with a family member during the school day should see the main 
office to determine an appropriate time to make the call. In an emergency or when there is an imminent 
student need, families will be contacted immediately. 

 

Technology Use 

At Parker Academy, we believe students learn best when they are actively engaged with content through 
hands-on, interactive, and experiential learning. Technology can be a valuable educational tool, but it is 
intentionally used to support learning rather than serve as the primary mode of instruction. 

 

Parker provides students with Chromebooks for educational purposes and to access accommodations 
when needed. Student Chromebooks have access to a limited range of approved websites and 
applications, and students do not have access to artificial intelligence (AI) tools through their Parker 
accounts. Students are also provided with a Parker Academy email account for internal school 
communication only. 

 

Students are expected to use school technology responsibly and for educational purposes. Parker 
Academy may monitor activity on school-owned devices and accounts and restrict access when 
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technology is used inappropriately. Students may not photograph, video record, or audio record another 
person without their knowledge and permission. 

 

Cyberbullying and Online Conduct 
Cyberbullying, harassment, or other online behavior that substantially disrupts the school environment or 
negatively impacts the safety or well-being of members of the Parker community may be addressed 
under Parker Academy’s behavioral policies. 

FOOD AND BEVERAGES 

Consistent routines around food help support regulation, focus, and healthy habits while reducing food-
related distraction during the school day. Students should bring a lunch from home each day and have 
several supervised options for where and how they spend their lunch period. 

 

A small selection of breakfast foods and snacks is available at designated times during the school day. 
Students should not rely on Parker as their primary source of breakfast or snacks, as we may not always 
have their preferred foods available. 

 

Pizza is available for purchase on Fridays. Cheese pizza is $2.00 per slice and pepperoni is $2.50 per 
slice. Students may pay with cash or families may establish a pizza account with the school. 

 

Students drink water during the school day. Candy, sugary or caffeinated beverages, including soda and 
energy drinks, are not permitted. Families are asked to support this expectation by not sending students 
to school with these items. Consistency between home and school helps us avoid unnecessary food-
related negotiation or power struggles. Prohibited items brought to school will be held in the front office 
and returned at dismissal. When participating in off-campus activities, students may not purchase candy 
or snacks unless agreed upon in advance. 

 

Food is not used as a reward or consequence. Some students have individualized eating plans or food-
related needs. Families and appropriate staff will receive specific guidance when an individualized plan is 
necessary. 

 

Parker Academy is a peanut-free school. Please do not send students to school with food containing 
peanuts or peanut products. 

ADDITIONAL STUDENT INFORMATION 

Turning 18 

As a condition of continued enrollment, students and/or parent(s) or guardians agree that when a student 
turns eighteen while enrolled at Parker Academy, the school will continue to have the right to 
communicate with the student’s parents or guardians regarding academics, discipline, medical matters, 
behavior, mental health, and social or educational matters. 
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The academy reserves the right to communicate with parents or guardians concerning the activities or 
best interests of the student or the greater school community. If the student refuses to confirm these 
conditions of enrollment, the student may be asked to withdraw from Parker. 

 

Off-Campus Programming 

Learning at Parker Academy extends beyond the school building. Students regularly participate in 
community-based activities that provide opportunities to practice and generalize the academic, social, 
communication, self-regulation, and independent living skills they are developing at school. Students 
may leave campus for activities such as recreation at the YMCA, community service, field trips, and other 
educational experiences. 

 

Parents/caregivers are required to complete an annual permission form allowing their student to 
participate in routine off-campus programming with Parker staff. Because community-based learning is 
an important part of Parker’s educational program, this permission is required for enrollment. 

 

Families will be notified in advance of larger or less-routine field trips, such as Beach Day or trips to 
Boston. Students are expected to remain with their group and follow Parker Academy expectations while 
participating in all off-campus activities. 

 

Video/Audio Release Notice 

From time to time, photographs, video, or audio recordings are made of school activities and may be 
used in school publications, the yearbook, or Parker Academy web pages. Occasionally, photographs of 
community service projects or other activities may be submitted to local media or community 
organizations. Permission must be obtained from parents/caregivers before a student’s image or 
recording is published outside of the normal classroom environment. Parker Academy maintains 
information regarding students who do not have permission for photographs or recordings to be used 
publicly. 

COLLEGE AND TRANSITION PLANNING 

Transition planning is an important part of each student’s educational program at Parker Academy. 
Beginning in freshman year, transition planning is incorporated into the IEP process and evolves as 
students identify their interests, strengths, goals, and plans for life after high school. Each student’s 
transition plan is individualized and developed collaboratively with the student, family, Parker staff, and 
sending school district. 

 

College and career planning may include exploring post-secondary education, vocational training, 
employment, independent living skills, and other opportunities based on the student’s individual goals. 
Parker staff support students and families with planning, applications, and preparation for appropriate 
next steps. 
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Parker students also have access to career and technical education opportunities through the Concord 
Regional Technical Center (CRTC), including programs through which students may earn college credit. 
Students in good academic standing may apply to CRTC during their sophomore and/or junior year for 
participation during their junior and/or senior year. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Community service is a required part of the Parker Academy program, and students earn high school 
credit for their participation. Students regularly participate in service opportunities with local nursing 
homes, animal rescues, food pantries, and other community organizations. 

 

Community service provides students with opportunities to contribute to their community while practicing 
and generalizing skills outside of the school environment. These experiences support the development of 
communication, social skills, independence, flexibility, confidence, and a sense of responsibility to others. 

 

We recognize that not every student is immediately ready to participate in off-campus community 
service. When appropriate, students may complete service projects at Parker, such as organizing school 
supplies or creating items for community organizations. The goal is to support each student in developing 
the skills needed to participate successfully in increasingly independent community experiences. 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND RECREATION 

Physical activity is an important part of the Parker Academy program. Regular movement supports 
students’ physical and mental well-being and helps students be ready to learn. Whenever possible, we 
incorporate outdoor activity and opportunities for movement into the school day. 

 

Students participate in a variety of physical and recreational activities, which may include working out at 
the YMCA, hiking in the woods, walking at local parks, basketball, and other individual and group 
activities. These experiences encourage students to develop healthy habits, explore different forms of 
physical activity, and build confidence participating in movement and recreation. 

 

Parker students participate in outdoor activities throughout the year, including during the winter months. 
Students should come to school with appropriate footwear and clothing for physical activity and seasonal 
weather conditions. 

ADVISORY AND PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT 

Each student is assigned to an advisory consisting of two staff members and a small group of students. 
Advisory provides a consistent start to the school day and an opportunity for students to transition into 
school, connect with their advisory group, and reflect on their learning and goals. 

 

Advisory includes a daily social-emotional learning curriculum focused on skills that support students at 
school and beyond. Students also use advisory time to develop and maintain their portfolios, which 
provide an opportunity to reflect on academic, social-emotional, and personal growth. 
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Twice each school year, parents/caregivers are invited to participate in a portfolio meeting with their 
student and advisor. These meetings provide an opportunity to reflect on progress, celebrate growth, and 
identify goals for continued development. 

EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR (ESY) 

Parker Academy offers an Extended School Year (ESY) program for students who require continued 
support during the summer to maintain skills developed during the school year. A student’s need for ESY 
services is determined through the IEP team process. 

 

Parker’s ESY program focuses primarily on maintaining social-emotional, regulation, communication, and 
other individualized skills through engaging, experiential activities. Academic skills may also be 
incorporated as appropriate based on individual student needs and IEP goals. 

STUDENT RECORDS AND CONFIDENTIALITY 

Parker Academy takes the privacy and confidentiality of student information seriously. Student 
educational records are maintained and protected in accordance with applicable state and federal laws, 
including the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and special education requirements. 

 

Parents/caregivers and eligible students have rights regarding access to and review of educational 
records. Student information is shared only with individuals who have a legitimate educational interest or 
when otherwise permitted or required by law. 

 

For students placed by a school district, Parker Academy works collaboratively with the sending district 
regarding the maintenance, transfer, and retention of educational and special education records. 

 

Parents/caregivers or eligible students who would like to review educational records, request a 
correction, or obtain information about Parker Academy’s student records and record retention policies 
may contact the Director. 


